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Christi joined chambers in 2015.  She has a practical, commercial and client focused background, having previously worked
in both the advice and IT sectors.  Christi brings a conscientious, thorough and well prepared approach to her advocacy.  She
also sits part time as a Disability Member in the First Tier Tribunal (Social Entitlement Chamber).

Court of Protection

Christi brings her substantial experience of addressing the functional aspects of disability from her judicial role as a
Disability Member in the First Tier Tribunal, Social Entitlement Chamber, as well as her extensive experience of dealing
with vulnerable clients within the family court setting to provide sensitive representation in the Court of Protection that
remains focused on the needs and autonomy of the vulnerable individuals at the heart of proceedings.

Examples of her work include:

Representing an Integrated Care Board in relation to a dispute with family about whether moving a person in a
minimally conscious state to adapted accommodation was in their best interests

Representing a protected party diagnosed with Diogenes syndrome in relation to whether or not they should remain in
institutional care or return to her own flat

Representing the family member of a protected party in respect of whether it was in the protected party’s best
interests to be cared for at home or in residential care 

Representing an NHS Trust in relation to the refusal to take medication of patient who lacked capacity as a result of a
severe autistic spectrum condition for a physical condition that would rapidly and seriously deteriorate if not
medicated.

Representing a local authority in respect of a resident in a supported living home with an autistic spectrum condition
who wished to live independently despite requiring a substantial care package of support to keep them safe.
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Employment Law

Christi welcomes instructions from both employers and employees.  She often appears on behalf of major UK employers
dealing with issues such as unfair dismissal, whistleblowing, and discrimination claims.  While working at Citizens Advice
prior to her time at the bar she frequently assisted employees in negotiation and making employment tribunal claims.
 Christi’s employment law experience includes appearing for the claimant in the widely discussed case of Podlasiak v
Edinburgh Woollen Mill ET/2701291/13, where she successfully argued that a contractual token payment in lieu of holiday
pay on termination of employment was not permissible under EU law.

Examples of recent work include:

D Gibbons v Nationwide Building Society [2023] EAT 50 – appeared for the Respondent in this appeal in relation to
the correct application of the tests to determine the reasons for a dismissal, and also whether a dismissal was also
discriminatory.

Representing a major supermarket defending a claim that it had discriminated against an employee by failing to keep
in touch during maternity leave.

Appearing on behalf of a security firm against a claim from an employee dismissed on grounds of conduct who
claimed in respect of disability discrimination and breaches of the Working Time Regulations.

Representing a food supplier in respect of a claim from an employee dismissed for failing to follow health and safety
procedure who claimed dismissal on the basis of health and safety whistleblowing

Appearing on behalf of a counselling charity defending a claim for unfair dismissal on the grounds of race.

 

Family Law

Christi has appeared on behalf of the Metropolitan police, local authorities, parents and guardians in public family law
proceedings in the Family and High Courts. 

Significant work includes:

Medway Council v The Father and O [2026] EWHC 236 (Fam) – whether parental consent was sufficient to
authorise deprivation of liberty in a 15 year old disabled child without capacity to consent

Peterborough City Council v Mother & Ors [2024] EWHC 493 (Fam) – appearing for the Local Authority in respect
of whether DoLs restrictions were required for the foster care of a profoundly disabled young child

Representing a Local Authority in proceedings relating to a Father with child sexual abuse material related
convictions where allegations of sexual behaviour were made by his young daughter

Appearing for the guardian of a child with significant psychological needs at the contested final hearing of an
application to set aside a placement order and re-assess a mother with learning difficulties in light of her having ended
her relationship with her abusive partner.

Representing a father with PTSD and cognitive difficulties. Securing frequent contact with children placed with
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mother when threshold (including the nature of the domestic violence) was contested in circumstances where the
Local Authority and Guardian had initially proposed care orders

Obtaining an application under the inherent jurisdiction to provide for vaccination of a child in the absence of
parental consent.
 

Judicial Review

Christi represents claimants and defendants in public law judicial review proceedings.  Her recent work includes

Acting and advising for a local authority in  judicial review proceedings related to child safeguarding decisions

Professional memberships

Employment Lawyers Association

Family Law Bar Association

Education

Bar Professional Training Course, Nottingham Law School

Graduate Diploma in Law (Distinction), Oxford Brookes University

BA (Hons) Mathematics, University of Durham

Quotations:

“After two years of having to go through Court hearings and sit in front of many Judges, your work has been at the
highest standard I have come across.  You showed me empathy and kindness at a level I have not encountered after
any of my hearings.”

“Very thorough and accurate in her advices. Fully attuned to the demands of today’s busy private practice, giving an
attentive and reliable service to solicitors and clients.”


